
Joshua William Strangman and the Strangman Family 

 

The Strangman family would appear to have been connected with Mary 

Street from its initial development. A lease of 1788 mentioned Thomas 

Strangmans house and concerns as then existing in the street. Joshua 

Strangman was leasing plots of ground at the same time , and Thomas 

Handcock Strangman was also mentioned in 1788 as having lately built a 

house and made several improvements in Mary Street. Strangmans 

brewery ( established by William Strangman) opened for business on 11th 

February 1792. Early in its existance a pertnership was formed , which 

traded as Davis Strangman & Co. until its closure as a brewery in January 

1950. In 1955 Messrs Arthur Guinness transferred to the newly acquired 

premises of Strangmans brewery the brewing licence of Cherrys at New 

Ross. The first of the Strangman family to come to Ireland came from 

Lissen near Sudbury in Essex and settled near Lisburn in Co. Antrim in 

1652-3. They next moved to Co. Armagh and later to Tinnemuck Offaly. 

The first to come to Waterford was Thomas Strangman who arrived in 

1772 . 

 

**************  

https://waterfordwhisky.com/element/william-strangman/ 

 

Joshua William Strangman, a prominent Quaker philanthropist in 

Waterford, was born in 1796. He was governor and treasurer of the 

Fanning Institute, governor of the Fever Hospital, and president of 

Waterford Chamber of Commerce, and a member of the (Quaker) Central 

Relief Committee. established in November 1846 in Dublin, and Honorary 

Secretary of the Waterford Quaker Relief Committee.  

https://waterfordwhisky.com/element/william-strangman/


Strangman was instrumental in starting a soup kitchen in November 1846 

in Waterford, which provided food, bedding and clothing to hundreds. In 

1846, under his leadership, the Waterford Quakers also collaborated with 

Rev. James Alcock to provide loans to local fishermen who had sold or 

pawned their boats and equipment to buy food. Strangman and Alford 

also worked to relax restrictive fishing laws and build a pier at Ballinagoul. 

Joshua William Strangman died in 1874 and was buried in the Quaker 

Burial Ground at Newtown Waterford. 
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